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Passed In 1873, the U.S, Species Act (ESA) includes sfrong protections for
listed threalened and endangerss specles and has helped stabdlze and
regover hundreds of listed spacies, such as the bald eagle and gray whale
(Taylor, Suckiing & Rachiinski, 2005; Schwartz, 2008; Suckling &t al,. 2016),
In part becausa of its strong protections, the ESA has engenderad
substaniial cpposition from Industry lobby groups, who percelve (he law as
threatening their profits and have been effective in generating opposition 1o
upeces protections among members of the U .S, Congress. One common
refrain from opponents of the ESA In Congress and elsewhare is that the law
|5 a fallure becausa only 2% of listed wpeclos have been fully recoversd and
dellstad [Bishop, 2013)
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substaniial cpposition from Industry lobby groups, who percelve (he law as
threatening their profits and have been effective in generating opposition 1o
ipeces protections among members of the U5, Congress, One common
refrain from opponents af the ESA In Congress and elsewhers is that the law
|5 a fallure becausa only 2% of listed wpeclos have been fully recoversd and
delisted [Bishop, 2013}
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